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as far as possible to go its own way. This way still remains
anti-English, and it has begun to take up a definite attitude
in regard to Spain; and as long as the Vatican is closely in
touch with Signor Mussolini, this priesthood feels that the
Fascist Italians are not altogether unsuitable friends for
Ireland.
In these days of poverty for the landlord and the farmer,
many of the biggest houses and whole estates are being
thrown on to the market in Ireland, and to one who like
myself has only recently returned to that country after
five or six years, it is an amazing thing to see how almost
every other big house is being turned into a Convent or a
Monastery. These communities, by living in community,
saving money and doing their own work, are about the
only people in Ireland who are gradually becoming rich*
In Ireland one sees more priests with comfortable motor-
cars, and one finds more clerics in the best hotels, than I
think one can find in any other country of the world*
Remembering the history of what has happened to the
Church in other countxies where it has become too
wealthy, and knowing the strong anti-clerical, slightly
communistic element amongst the younger generation
that is gradually spreading in Ireland, one must feel
nervous* This nervousness is a fear that there may yet
develop in Ireland as bloodthirsty a religious war as we
see to-day in Spain. This is one of the things that are
recognised in Rome as a problem that has developed
during the present Pontificate, and it is a problem that is
causing great anxiety.
Not many years ago there was a large Eucharistic
Congress in Dublin, and the Pope sent a special cardinal
as Legate, yet political differences were not even tern-